JUMP START
Application Guidance Notes

JUMP START: 30th January 2016, The Venue MK, Milton Keynes

OVERVIEW
JUMP START is a youth dance platform offering performance opportunities to youth dance companies from in and around Milton Keynes, organised in partnership by MÓTUS and InitiateYDC at The Venue MK. 
This process is open to any youth dance company or group that meet the criteria highlighted in the guidance notes below. We welcome applications from groups from any genre and sector and would like to particularly encourage inclusive groups and groups that include disabled dancers with physical or Special Educational Needs (SEN). 

We would like to highlight that this opportunity is open to any dance form including - South Asian, Street, Contemporary and Classical styles.  

We will ensure that our selection panels include a cross- section of experienced dance professionals with specialist knowledge in a range of dance forms and have worked with a range of young people with different needs.  Panels are tasked to consider each group presented individually against the set selection criteria below. This is to ensure that the broad range of work presented at platforms is considered for progression as fairly as possible. 

ABOUT US
MÓTUS runs and facilitates dance activity in and around Milton Keynes, offering opportunities in performance and training to people of all ages and experiences. Youth dance formed a notable part of the last two festivals in 2014 and 2015 and featured commissions by professional choreographers with a number of schools and youth groups. www.motusdance.co.uk
InitiateYDC, established in 2014 are a contemporary youth company based in Milton Keynes with a focus on performance. To date the company has performed at many festivals, platforms and showcases and are well in to their second full year of activity.  www.initiateydc.com
EVENT DETAILS
JUMP START will take place on Saturday January 30th 2016 at 1900, with technical rehearsals happening throughout the day leading up to the performance. Applicants MUST be available for both rehearsal and performance. 

The whole event will take place at The Venue MK which is located on Fyfield Barrow, Walnut Tree, Milton Keynes, MK7 7WH. Groups will need to be able to get themselves to and from the theatre, and must ensure that group members are accounted for at all times. 

Successful applicants will be sent requests regarding program and technical information, which will need to be completed and returned by the agreed date. 

HOW TO APPLY
You must complete and submit the following:

1. An application form available to download from the MÓTUS or InitiateYDC website. 

2. Film footage of the piece of work your group intends to perform at the platform. 

Please note: 

· Applications will be acknowledged via email within five working days of receiving your application. If you have not had a confirmation email saying we have received your application and can successfully view your film footage you must contact us immediately to chase up your application. 

· We take no responsibility for lost applications or film footage that is faulty or not of a quality to view by a selection panel by the deadline given. 

· Applicants must ensure the safe delivery of their application to us. 

All applications should be sent to:

JUMP START, The Venue. Fyfield Barrow, Walnut Tree, Milton Keynes, MK7 7WH

or by email to motusdancefestival@gmail.com with JUMP START in the subject line

Deadline for applications and submission of film footage is: 

Friday 11th December 2015, 12 noon.


GUIDANCE ON FILMING YOUR DANCE

	Do’s
	Don’ts

	Do make sure that your dance piece and group are well lit and so clearly visible.


	Don’t film in the dark.

	Do make sure that you film the piece in is a clear space (no bags or chairs around the edges).


	Don’t distract the panel with clutter in the room - they may be mistaken for props.

	Do make sure that your full group are present on the day of filming (or as close to all).


	Don’t film a piece that should have 20 dancers with only 2 present.

	Do make sure that the music can be heard.
	Don’t use a phone to play music out of whilst filming - a sound system/stereo is much better. Don’t have the public chatting in the background.



	Do make sure that you film the piece from the front.
	Don’t film the piece from the side or back of the dancers.



	Do make sure that when played on a PC the footage plays the correct way up and not on its side (you may need to change the orientation that you film it).
	Don’t forget to test this – you’d be surprised how many times we watch footage with our heads at a funny angle!



	Do try to make sure that the piece is as close to finished as possible. Although we do understand that some dance pieces may be ‘works in progress’ when you apply.
	Don’t just submit small clips of the piece on their own- it is hard for the panel to picture what the final piece will look like if they only seen this and have no information about what the finished piece will look like.



	Do back up your application with notes and information about the piece. This could include what your plan is for the rest of the piece, what the costumes will look like, how the piece will be staged, how the piece fits together.


	Don’t forget to help our panel picture what it will look like when finished if submitting an unfinished or ‘work in progress’ piece.

	Do makes sure that there is a clear start and clear finish 
	Don’t have the dancers stood chatting casually at the back (unless this is part of your piece)


SUBMITTING YOUR DANCE 

	Do’s
	Don’ts

	Do check that your DVD, URL link of file works before sending
	Don’t just send it in without checking it works

	Do check that we have received your footage/application if you do not hear from us.
	Don’t feel like you are pestering us, we would rather make sure that all applications come through successfully.

	Do send any passwords that we need to be able to view your URL link (if a private YouTube link)
	Don’t make your footage so private that our panel cannot watch it



	Do label your DVD (not just on the CD case), Digital file or clip
	Don’t leave it to us to guess which is your piece

	Do call us if you have any questions


	Don’t let footage submission get stressful and confusing


CRITERIA
All groups applying for the platform will need to embrace U.Dance’s core youth dance aims, which are: 

· Young People as decision makers 

· Young People developing their creativity
The selection panels will be looking for dance groups that:

1. Demonstrate excellence in performance standards
2. Demonstrate Integrity and authenticity of choreography
3. Are willing to give 100%
4. Demonstrate respect and consideration to all
They will also make selections that will help reflect the diversity of the sector.

REQUIREMENTS
Groups must meet the following criteria to be eligible for consideration. You will need to
· Only include participants between 11 and 19 on January 30th 2016. Disabled dancers up to the age of 25 on January 30th 2016 can apply. 

· Submit a dance piece with any number of dancers performing in it (please be aware that groups of up to 15 dancers will require 2 chaperones, 16+ will require 3+ chaperones)

· ALL successful applicants must be able to provide image consent for ALL participants as the performance will be filmed and photographed. Image consent forms will be sent out to successful applicants. 

· Length of work: your piece should be a minimum of two minutes and a maximum of 7 minutes

Chaperone License and Young person’s performance license policy:

Your performers will only need a young person’s performance license if: 

· They are being paid a fee or 
· Are being taken out of school to perform/rehearse (and are not in a school group) or
· They are performing for more than 3 days in any 6 month period
Group Leaders will only need a chaperone license if any of their group members require a performance license. Group leaders will need to have current DBS Certificate dated within the last 3 years.
Costs:

There is no fee to apply for a place for the platform. However groups will need to cover the cost of: 

· transport to and from The Venue

· food and refreshments

· cost for leaders to be present at the event

SELECTION PROCESS
We will create a panel consisting of established dance artists. They will assess applications forms and film footage to perform at the platform. The panel will select groups based on the criteria as outlined in the criteria above. 

Feedback on selection process: 
Wherever possible we will endeavour to give feedback to groups as to why they may or may not have been selected to progress through the platforms above. This feedback will be given via email and is a summary of the collective opinions of selection panels and aims to support groups to improve and develop their dance work further at each stage of the process. 

BRIEFING MEETINGS
Group leaders will be required to come to a compulsory briefing meeting for the event if successful. These dates will be made available soon.
CONTACT DETAILS
If you have any questions please contact:

Telephone: 07739 960 073
Email: motusdancefestival@gmail.com
GOOD LUCK!
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